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Composition: 100% Cabernet Sauvignon 

Vineyard:  100% Steltzner Vineyard, Stags Leap District, Napa Valley 

Harvest Date: October 5, 2007 

Brix at Harvest: 27.3 

Finished pH:  3.43 

Finished TA:  7.1 g/L 

Alcohol:  14.2%  

Cooperage:  Aged 20 months in 58% New French Oak  

Winemaker:  Karen Culler 

Production:  530 cases 

Release Date: Summer 2010 

 

 

 

VINEYARD:  The Cabernet Sauvignon grapes for this wine came from the 

Steltzner Vineyard in the Stags Leap District, planted in 1996 to clone 7.  The 

vines are planted in the new style of Napa Valley, with narrower spacing and thus 

smaller vines.  These vines have the advantage of producing many, small berried 

clusters that typically shatter, which leads to more character in the wine. 

VINTAGE:  The 2007 vintage was very similar to 2004.  Budbreak was 

early when the soils warmed quickly after an early end to the winter rains. The 

vines grew all season with a water deficit and the resulting berries were small 

and concentrated. The Steltzner vineyard is naturally well drained due to the 

gravelly, volcanic tufa soil.  This coupled with the low rainfall in 2007 produced 

small berries with concentrated flavors, and fully ripened tannins. 

 

 

TASTING NOTES:  Stags Leap wines tend to shine in years like 2007.  The natural 

acidity from wines in the area is a perfect complement to the intensity, of the 

tannins in a droughty year.  Stags Leap wines usually have a soft plush texture in 

the palate, and this definitely still shows through the bigger tannins in the 

finish. The characteristic Stags Leap flavors are dark stone fruits and bramble 

berries.  This berry aroma is especially present in the Renteria Cabernet.   
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