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Composition: 100% Pinot Noir 

Vineyard:  85% River Ranch (Vimark), Russian River Valley 

   15% Knittel Vineyard, Los Carneros, Napa Valley 

Harvest Date: September 21, 2009 

Brix at Harvest: 24.1 

Finished pH:  3.67 

Finished TA:  5.75 g/l 

Alcohol:  13.5% 

Cooperage:  30% New French Oak (Burgundy Barrels) 

Winemaker:  Karen Culler 

Production:  270 cases 

Release Date: Fall 2012 

Suggested Retail: $40.00 per Bottle 

 

 

VINEYARD:  The Vimark Vineyard is located in an excellent Pinot Noir site 

in Russian River, an area of Sonoma known for producing beautiful Pinot Noirs.  

The vineyard is located near the Russian River north of Forestville, and it 

receives all the benefits of the river, cool temperatures, fog, and alluvial soil 

with excellent drainage.  This vineyard tends to ripen later and evenly, the reason 

for the soft tannins. The Renteria block is planted to clones 115 and 777 and 

was planted in 1998.   

  

VINTAGE:  In 2009 late spring rains delayed irrigation needs and the 

warm spell in June helped curtail excessive canopy development. The 2009 

growing season counted perhaps only four or five days of 100°f plus 

temperatures (typically 14), again helping to reduce demand for water when the 

resource was relatively scarce.  Though rainfall was little more than two-thirds 

of normal for the third year in a row, the timing of the precipitation was on the 

vine's side. Couple that with the lack of frost and the mild, relatively cool 

growing season, Mother Nature managed to have it all work in unison to give 

vines and grapes the best scenario possible.  The red varieties languished on the 

vine with optimal hang time, excellent ripening and balanced structure.  

 

TASTING NOTES: Russian River Pinot Noirs are beautiful wines.  This one is 

usually understated, but now with the 2009 vintage and the cool climate, the 

wine is more overstated, much bigger than this vineyard usually produces.  This 

vintage is richer, darker, with deep black fruit and plum flavor than our other 

Pinots.  This wine is fresh, juicy and smooth with a hint of vanilla from the 

French barrels.  Bottled on August 19, 2010, this Pinot drinks well early on and 

should have a life of 8 to 10 years. 
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